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Important Transparency in Coverage
Machine Readable File Information

Transparency in Coverage (TIC) regulations require health insurers and group
health plans to create machine readable files (MRFs) that contain the negotiated
rates for in-network providers and allowed amounts derived from historical claims
for out-of-network providers and make those files publicly available. They must be
made available on an open access website effective July 1, 2022.

If you are one of our self-funded groups, you have already received notice that we
are publishing the machine readable files on your behalf for the benefits we
administer and maintain.

For our fully insured policyholders, this notice serves as our agreement to post the
machine readable files associated with your policy on your behalf.

A machine readable file is a digital representation of data or information in a file that
can be imported or read by a computer system for further processing without
human intervention.

These files follow the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) defined
layout and are in the CMS approved format (JSON) and are not meant for a

consumer-friendly search of rates, benefits, or cost sharing. Please refer to the
member resources available through empireblue.com for this information.

Beginning July 1, Empire will publish the MRFs for the plans we administer and
maintain. These files will be published on empireblue.com and will be updated on
the first day of each month.



http://view.messageinsite.com/?qs=5aae700b229ecd1ca4cef5a85bd97fa6d10daa420eb7cb88b950c3adbb78602b0e2192d834fb276a277855b1d0eedfdbef18c2d85c17efbb0bf8737498046b27890832881ac33400e2fa8ed3650bc4cd
http://click.messageinsite.com/?qs=e1ebea5179a73461afac5c23a7df3eff14dca72a987b1f5b9a6249d9ff1352ab39c4b275f13e8a27ced5ccf54cd947092c72ba5d281058b75855f024c14c6f61
http://click.messageinsite.com/?qs=e1ebea5179a73461afac5c23a7df3eff14dca72a987b1f5b9a6249d9ff1352ab39c4b275f13e8a27ced5ccf54cd947092c72ba5d281058b75855f024c14c6f61
http://click.messageinsite.com/?qs=e1ebea5179a734612c49b24b1c9d0faf55460a0f7beb00a56ef473e898663054802ee3f10afaa910de2d5dd9c3085741d99981ce9f79df0c588780ac9e04ee62

The link (https://www.empireblue.com/machine-readable-file/search), which you can
add to your public website to fulfill the group health plan posting requirement, will be
activated on July 1. The link will allow you to search for your files using your
Employer Identification Number (EIN), as shown below.
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When using the search option, the page will display links to several files, including:

e Applicable In-Network Negotiated Rate Files

e Out-of-Network Allowed Amount Files

e Out-of-Area Rates (applicable when members use providers in non-Empire
states.)

It will look similar to this:

Search results for “123-456789"

Showing12results [ Lastupdated on 2021-08-27

In-Network Negotiated Rates Files
@ OH_PPO_POEPMEDOH34 json.gz
@ OH_TRD_FFOHMEDOH31.json.gz

@ OH_PPO_GOHRMEDMTDO.json.gz

Out-of-Network Allowed Amounts
[ 2022-07-01 anthem-123456789 allowed-amounts.json.gz
@ 2022-07-01_anthem-123456789_allowed-amounts.json.gz

[) 2022-07-01 anthem-123456789.allowed-amounts.json.gz

Blue Cross Blue Shield Association Out of Area Rate Files
@ 2022-07-01_AZ_03MO_in-network-rate.json.gz
B] 2022-07-01_IL_16P0_in-network-rate.json.gz

[ 2022-07-01.1A 2270 in-network-rate jsongz

Empire is committed to delivering on meaningful transparency efforts that help
consumers make informed healthcare decisions and in supporting the
Transparency in Coverage regulations, as outlined by the Tri-Agencies.


https://www.empireblue.com/machine-readable-file/search

For more information, please visit our CAA/Transparency Resource Center.
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We comply with applicable Federal civil rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.

Independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association, an association of independent Blue Cross and Blue Shield plans. Read
more about us.
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